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 WASHINGTON “ Today, Congressman John W. Olver openly criticized                the procedure and final outcome of the highly contentious debate                over œgun safety” and œjuvenile justice” measures that were debated                in the House of Representatives this week. The debate culminated                in final passage of the so called œjuvenile justice” bill which                would authorize $1.5 billion over three years for grants to states                seeking to improve their systems. The other controversial œgun safety”                measure failed by vote of 147 -280, and would have watered-down                gun safety measures and created background check loopholes.              

Rep. Olver said, œWe absolutely need to address the escalation                of youth violence, but building more prisons and mandating stricter                sentencing on youths is only going to produce more hardened criminals.                What we need to do is address preventative measures such as providing                funds for youth counseling; training of teachers, parents, and students                to recognize and report signs of aggression; and working more closely                with mental health counselors, mentors, and law enforcement officers.”              

The œjuvenile justice” bill passed the House yesterday by a vote                of 287 - 139.  Congressman Olver, along with 80 other Democrats,                did not vote for final passage of the legislation because it included                provisions mandating strict minimum sentences for juveniles, and                it loosened restrictions on incarcerating juveniles with adults.                Additionally, the bill included an  unconstitutional provision                which violated the separation of church and state by allowing the                Ten Commandments to be displayed in public schools and government                buildings.              

The Republican-sponsored œgun safety” measure ultimately did not                pass the House this afternoon because Democrats felt the measure                was too weak, while many Republicans refused to vote for any form                of gun control legislation.              

œIn terms of gun control, let me be clear that I support the second                amendment, and I have no intention of voting for any legislation                that would take guns away from law abiding citizens. But, in order                to keep the guns out of the hands of criminals and children we need                to close the loopholes that permit unregulated and undocumented                sales at gun shows.  Therefore, I support the extension of                background checks to minimize the flow of unregulated guns,” Olver                continued.              

Olver strongly backed the Democratic-sponsored McCarthy Amendment                which mirrored the legislation passed by the Senate last month.                 The Amendment, which failed to gain enough support for adoption,                would have brought the sale of firearms at gun shows in compliance                with the Brady background check. It also would have corrected weakened                definitions of  œgun shows” and œgun show vendors,” and allowed                law enforcement adequate time - three business days - to conduct                thorough background checks.              

The McCarthy Amendment also would have also reduced juvenile access                to firearms by forcing more gun show vendors to comply with laws                already on the books that prohibit juvenile purchase or possession                of handguns and assault weapons.  Requiring the background                check is the key to compliance, because it forces vendors to verify                that their buyers can legally purchase weapons.             
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